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YOU CAN COUNT ON A TOP JOB
AUSTRALIAN kids are being 
told to do the math and sign 
up for “boring” subjects at 
school. 

Refraction Media is using
its latest Careers with STEM 
magazine to show 
youngsters that tackling 
maths can add up to an 
exciting career.

It claims studying maths
or science can lead to a 
cutting-edge job, such as a 
data scientist working with 
the Hubble Telescope or a 
data analyst for AFL club 
Collingwood.

Daniel Pelchen, who 
studied commerce before 

taking on a sports analytics 
PhD at Deakin University, is 
known as the “big data guy” 
at the Pies.

He crunches the numbers
on kicks, handballs and 
marks to improve weekly 
performance, as well as guide 
recruitment.

“My story is a case in 
point of how maths can get 
you into an incredibly 
interesting industry,” Mr 
Pelchen said.

“Dealing with numbers in
sport is so much more 
appealing than dealing with 

numbers in a textbook.”
Refraction Media’s 

Heather Catchpole said 
maths had a bad reputation 
among students who “hate it 
with a passion”.

But she said jobs that 
involved maths were on 
the rise.

“We aren’t saying, ‘Study
STEM to become a scientist 
or mathematician’,” Ms 
Catchpole said.

“We’re saying, ‘Study 
STEM and work in sport, 
music, schools or gaming 
design — a bunch of 
careers you might not 
realise were possible’.”
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Widow 
loses war
30-year pension battle fails again

A DETERMINED would-be
war widow, who has fought a
30-year battle for a pension,
claims her husband died after
witnessing a horrific training
mishap that killed 26 Austra-
lian soldiers.

Beryl Harmer first applied
for a war widow’s pension
in 1984, claiming the
stroke that killed her husband
in 1975 resulted from hyperten-
sion caused by excessive drink-
ing sparked by his time in
the army.

William George Harmer,
who died at 48, had served in
the Australian army from No-
vember 1944 to December
1946, but never outside Austra-
lia. The couple married in 1955.

Mrs Harmer made a second
claim in 2006. The first two ap-
plications did not make refer-
ence to the training accident.

In her latest pension bid Mrs
Harmer claims her husband’s
death was caused by exposure
to traumatic events at Kapooka

Army Camp on 21 May, 1945,
when, in the army’s worst acci-
dent, 26 soldiers were killed in
an explosion in a bunker dur-
ing demolitions training. Ms
Harmer claimed this event
caused Mr Harmer to start
drinking two months later.

“Never a day went by when
my late husband would (not)
remind himself of what occur
(ed) on that horrific day ... ”
she said.

“I am certain that was the
reason for him drinking
around 18 tallies (750ml) bot-
tles of beer per week at home
after work ... and more at
weekends at the bowling club.”

Mrs Harmer took her case
to the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal after her latest claim
was rejected by the Repatri-
ation Commission in October
2014, with the Veterans’ Re-
view Board affirming this deci-
sion in July 2015. It was not

disputed that the start of Mr
Harmer’s drinking coincided
with his time in the army.

Army records do not show
how close Mr Harmer was to
the explosion but do confirm
he was at Kapooka with the
Royal Australian Engineers
Training Battalion on the day.

The tribunal also heard all
available soldiers would have
been rushed in to help evacu-
ate casualties and that the
trainees would have helped in
the clean-up and taken part in
a large public funeral.

However, tribunal member
Regina Perton found that,
even if she accepted Mr Harm-
er was one of as few as 112 res-
cuers, there was no persuasive
evidence that he witnessed the
explosion or that this contrib-
uted to his drinking.

“There is (also) no expla-
nation for (Mrs Harmer’s) fail-
ure to include this in the 1984
or 2006 claims,” she said.
peter.mickelburough@news.com.au
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